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In 2006/2007 Academic Year, under the leadership of Macao SAR government and the Secretariat for Social Affairs
and Culture, and supported by the citizens of Macao, MPI Board of Management led all MPI staff and students
forward in a spirit of teamwork towards our set objectives, and made significant progress in all aspects: we
upgraded the quality of teaching and occupational training, enhanced our academic research ability into current
issues in teaching and our society, optimized MPI teaching staff, furthered exchanges and co-operation with other
universities and organisations, upgraded campus facilities and teaching conditions and improved our administrative

management.

Since the commencement of the 215 century, the global competition for talent and creativity has grown increasingly
intense, imposing higher demands upon and great challenges for higher education. Since the return of Macao to
its motherland, the Macao SAR government has worked out and implemented its policy of giving top priority
to developing education, providing a golden opportunity for the development of Macao’s education. As far as
universities and colleges are concerned, the main focus is to produce qualified professionals. Correspondingly,
MPI has carried on its development strategy of being “small yet outstanding ” by limiting the number of students
in degree courses under 2,800, and concentrating on improving teaching quality by means of making full use of

the existing potential resources to produce qualified professionals, helping them acquire the abilities to fulfill the

required tasks in the social and economic development of Macao.
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Degree programme education has long been the most important aspect of our work in MPI, and is grounded on the

following bases: 1) taking all-round development education as the most important part of our teaching, 2) making it
our objective to establish international standards, 3) always bearing in mind the characteristics of our students, and
4) always keeping one eye on the actual demand for professionals in Macao. We have thus overhauled the rules
and regulations concerning teaching administration, and guaranteed in our system the improvement of teaching
quality. MPI also launched an assessment and survey of the performance of its school directors for information to
standardize the administration of the schools. In addition, higher requirements have been made for filling new staff
vacancies, and a series of other measures, including deducting or waiving teaching hours and offering allowances,
have been taken to encourage in-service teachers to further their studies to meet the new requirements of MPI staff.

All these measures have proved to be a great success.

In order to facilitate all-round development in the education of our students, MPI has been active not only in
improving curricula and standardizing teaching materials, but also in holding a variety of art exhibitions and
activities, including “Distinguished Lecture Series”, “Global Gaming management Leminen series”, “Book
Carnival”, “Book and Culture Fair”, etc. All these activities have been very helpful in widening the students’ visions
and nurturing their pioneering spirit, and for creating a good academic and cultural atmosphere on the campus.

They have also been helpful in widering the students’ knowledge base and understanding.
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Cooperation and exchanges with other universities or organisations have long been an important way for MPI to
gain access to the experience of first-class universities at home and abroad, to follow international standards and
to enhance the strengths of school administration. In this academic year, MPI had the following cooperation and
exchanges 1) Having launched master degree programs badly needed locally with the help of experts from famous
universities at home and abroad under the principle of “taking advantage of external resources, guaranteeing
teaching quality, strengthening management and meeting requirements”, in this academic year, MPI has joined
hands with Beijing Language and Culture University to start a master degree program in applied linguistics; with
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, MPI initiated an MA program in Social Studies. These co-operations have
not only upgraded MPI’s educational level, but also provided more space for producing qualified professionals for
the society 2) MPI has reached agreements with UNU-IIST and China Central Academy of Fine Arts respectively to
co-operate in academic research, tertiary education and curriculum evaluation 3) MPI cooperated with universities
and organisations at home and abroad in hosting international conferences, such as “Quality and Safety of
Nursing Practice”, “3'? International Conference on the Gaming Industry and Public Welfare”, “The 15t Conference
on English Teaching, Discourse and Cross-Cultural Communication”, “International Conference of Business
Management”. These joint conferences have achieved positive results in many aspects, such as the improvement of
our teaching, skills, theoretical innovation, the combination of theory with practice, and deep co-operations with

other universities and organisations.
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This academic year also witnessed new progress in academic research. MPI-Melco Casino and Tourism Information
and Technology Development Centre was set up through our joint efforts with Macao Melco Group. The centre
focuses on developing casino-related software to make casino games more entertaining and reliable. The research
topics presented by MPI teachers have been funded by The Science and Technology Fund, the Land,Public Works
and Transport Bureau of the Macao SAR, Macao SAR Commission Against Corruption and Macao Foundation. In
addition, the academic papers and books published by MPI staff have also been upgraded in both quality and
quantity. This MPI harvest in research has undoubtedly helped promote the professional quality and teaching level

of our teachers.

As a public comprehensive higher education institution in Macao SAR, MPI has not only focused on its core
mission to produce qualified professionals, but also in offering services to the society to meet social demand, this
constituting another of the tenets of MPI. Accordingly, based on the shortage of human resources in Macao and
government instruction, we have combined the Macao Tourism & Casino Career Centre and the career development
Centre to concentrate the resources on building a new campus, which has doubled the scale of our occupational
training. Emphasis has been put on the training of exhibition design,language, security and basic education on the
new campus, for example, the Pre-employment Training Courses for Gaming Industry & Tourism, Basic English for
Casinos. The old campus focused on training in areas such as gambling techniques, tourism, hotel and slot machine
techniques. We have thus managed to meet the urgent demand for professionals with our high-level occupational
training in response to the completion of large tourism and casino projects this year. Moreover, the English Training
Program of MPI-Bell Centre of English also enjoys a very good reputation. The centre not only offers English courses
for the public, such as English courses in gambling, special English courses, English training courses for teachers,
and IELTS and BULATS testing services, but also initiated, in collaboration with Xinjiang provincial higher education
administration and universities in Xinjiang, teaching methodology training programme for Xinjiang and Macao

English teachers, which has proved to be a great success.
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Concerning the administration of MPI, by following the guiding principle of fully serving teaching and research,
staff from all departments have been devoted in carrying out this commitment, and having tried their best to meet

the demands of the teachers and students, the quality and efficiency of the services have improved.

To sum up, with the joint efforts and pioneering spirits of MPI staff and students, MPI has made great progress in
recent years and become much stronger than ever before. Henceforth, MPI will carry on the principle of being
“small yet outstanding” in programme education, and stick to the guiding principles set by the Macao SAR and the
Secretariat for Social Affairs and Culture to achieve its set objectives: we will continue to improve teaching quality,
optimize our teaching staff, cultivate students’ potential to innovate, upgrade cooperation and exchanges, improve
academic research, enlarge our occupational training scale, create a pleasant atmosphere for the campus and user-

friendly facilities for study, and produce more qualified professionals for Macao.
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President of Macao Polytechnic Institute

Lei Heong lok






