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Macao Polytechnic Institute is a multidisciplinary, public fertiary institution which emphasizes the
application of knowledge and an orientation towards society’s needs. Governed by the tenet “setting
our place in Macao, being backed by the Motherland, facing the world and striving for excellence”,
we are committed fo offering first class education through continuous capability building. By focusing
on enhancing the quality of our teaching and research, we have taken a variety of measures in the past
academic year, including strengthening our programmes, promoting sfaff fraining and scientific research,
and developing professional fraining geared to the actual needs of Macao society. Thanks fo the tireless
efforts of all MPI staff and students, we have made great progress in all these endeavours and, as a
result, the quality of our teaching and learning has won growing recognition: MPI graduates are warmly
welcomed by local employers, and a number of internationally renowned universities have endorsed

the quality of several MPI programmes through credit equivalence agreements with the Institute. Indeed,

Macao Polytechnic Institute is on the threshold of a new era in its development.
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To meet the various demands of society and the market for competent personnel, our Insfitute has taken
a variety of measures fo enhance the quality of ifs teaching and programme development . Under the
guidance of the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation of Academic and Vocational Qualifications, our
Insfitute has conducted self assessmentfs of the existing 14 programmes in accordance with infernational
standards in such areas as sfaff strength, curriculum design, feaching materials development, research
achievements, etc. The selFassessments revealed some stoff weaknesses in teaching methods and
performance, which we have sought fo remedy through enhancing sfaff training by drawing upon the
experiences of other terfiary insfitutions. A cooperation agreement has been entered info between MPI
and East China Normal University, whereupon the latter agrees to assist MPIl in areas of sfaff training
and feaching methodology research. It is anficipated that such training will help MPI staff establish a
"studentcentred” philosophy of education, and conscientiously explore effective teaching methods so
as to provide quality education to their students. Meanwhile, the “MPI Teaching Materials Development

Committee” has been established to ensure that curricular content is in line with international standards.

By giving priority fo some selected programs which signify the very traditional and unique circumstances
of Macao, the Insfitute has won distinction in the educational field. Specifically, based upon ifs long
traditions and academic strengths, the Chinese-Portuguese Translation Programme has made a name
for itself not only in Macao but also in neighboring regions, as evidenced by its growing influence
and expanding nefwork of exchange. For insfance, it has provided support teachers fo the Portuguese
programmes of Peking University and the Communications University of China on the Mainland. In

August 2008, a second bafch of 14 students from Leiria Polytechnic Institute, Portugal, arrived at MPI to

study Chinese language and culture.
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Gaming-related training and research is another specialty of our Institute. Macao, with its unique situafion
in having gaming as its key industry, needs a large competent workforce to meet the needs of the market.
As the only Chinese terfiary insfitution offering comprehensive gaming-related fraining programmes,
Macao Polytechnic Institute has established ifs expertise in this particular field, through cooperation with
some of the gaming operators in Macao, and with some internationally-renowned fertiary institutions
abroad, especially the United Stafes, where gaming-related studies have become a developed discipline
offering comprehensive programmes up to doctorate level. MPI has signed cooperation agreements with
the University of Nevada, USA to carry out gamingelated theoretical and applied research; it has also
enfered into cooperation with the Macao-Melco Group with the establishment of the MPIHMelco Gaming
and Entertainment Information Technology R & D center, to jointly develop gamblingrelated software
for the enfertainment sector. Through such cooperation, the Institute has produced a large number of

research outcomes, and fostered some gaming researchers with international distinction.
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English language teaching at the Institute is now well-established. In collaboration with the Bell Education
Trust the MPI-Bell Centre of English has invited a contingent of world-class English trainers to strengthen
English teaching at MPI and help our students to aftain internationally recognized English standards.
Furthermore, with a view to popularizing the English language in Macao and boosting its standards,
our Institute organizes the annual Macao-wide English Speaking Competition and coorganizes the
National English Speech Competition in collaboration with China Daily, the influential mainland English
newspaper. MPI students have excelled in the above contests and have won a large number of prizes.
The MPI-Bell Centre of English also organizes IELTS (International English language Testing System)
and BULATS (Business Llanguage Testing Service| fests and offers a variety of English language training
courses for people from all walks of life in Macao. In addition, the Centre has provided fraining
courses fo English teachers from mainland universities in Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Xinjiang and

elsewhere.
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In recent years, with economic globalization becoming a dominant force, the trend towards the
infernationalization of higher education has also become more prevalent. Our Institute has been working
hard fo align ifself with international standards and practices through forging strategic partnerships with
internationally renowned tertiary institutions. We have established a variety of cooperation and exchange
programmes with over 20 prestigious universities in the UK, USA, Australia and Portuguese-speaking
countries, as well as Taiwan, Hong Kong and Mainland China. By drawing upon their experiences and
academic strength, we have been able to enhance our own capabilities and win growing international

recognition.
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Since Macao's return to the Motherland, we have steadfastly maintained our esfablished strategy of
development through pursuing quality and building upon our unique characteristics, a model for running
schools that has gained growing recognition. For instance, in the early period affer Macao’s retum, the
Insfitute had been rather weak in its pedagogical profile and as a result, it had to organize recruitment
activities several times a year in order to fulfill its enrollment targets. With the unremitting efforts of all MPI
staff and students, MPI has made remarkable progress in recent years and has firmly established itself
not only in Macao but also in the neighboring region. This is evidenced by the fact that a total of over
10,000 graduating secondary school students applied for admission to MPlin 2008 from Macao and

mainland China (For entry info MPI, Mainland students need a currentyear National University Enfrance
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Examination (NUEE| score above the cutoff line for admission to mainland key universities). VWe are
justified in boasting of being af the top of the choice list for the majority of local high school graduates.
However, with a view fo ensuring that we are able to provide a first class educational experience with
our available resources, we have kept our institute modestly-sized, accepting just a litle over 600 new

students this year.
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Looking forward to a new academic year, we are defermined fo continue to build a firstclass institution
of higher leaming in accordance with the guidelines established by the Macao SAR Government and
the Secrefariat for Social Affairs and Culture. We will continue o enhance the quality of our feaching
and research through staff development and infemational exchange and cooperation, so as to creafe
a good environment for our sfudents to learn and develop their creative abilities; we will continue to
provide professional fraining failored to the specific needs of the community and thereby contributing to
its sustainable development; in a word, we will spare no effort in contributing to the MSAR Government's

priority policy of human resource development and its goal of building a prosperous society.
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President of Macao Polytechnic Insfitute
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