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General Education

General education, also known as “liberal education”, as opposed to
vocational education, is an integral part of higher education. The essence
of general education is to promote all-round development of the student,
with a healthy personality, civic virtues, knowledge of the world, and ability
for coping with real life problems. Through modern general education, the
student is expected to cultivate the quality of being open-minded and
adaptable, and cherishing universal human values such as freedom, equality
and fraternity. The success of general education depends on two factors:
firstly, a positive conscientious interaction between the educator and the
educated and, secondly, the overall atmosphere in the educational institution
being optimal for the student's all-round development. Macao Polytechnic
Institute, being a multi-disciplinary, practically-oriented public institution of
higher education, has always taking it as its responsibility to serve society
through offering quality education to its students, thus empowering them to
develop an all-round personality in addition to mastering a vocational skill. To
this end, the Institute has offered a broad range of general education to its
students aimed at helping them to develop a sense of social responsibility, as
well as intellectual and practical skills such as communication, analytical and

problem-solving skills. Concrete measures include:

" A“Guangdong & Macao Cultural Heritage Programme’ was organised

in November 5" and 6™, 2008 to encourage students to learn more

about the history and cultural heritage in Macao and Guangdong.
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MPI continued to invite renowned scholars from institutions of higher
education, both at home and abroad, to host the Distinguished
Lecturer Seminar Series, including: Distinguished Lecturer Seminar
Series XIX “Present International Situation and China’s Foreign Policy”
on September 227, 2008, by Mr. Mingjiang Song, China's Former
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary in the Kingdom of
Belgium and Head of Mission of the People's Republic of China to the
European Communities; Distinguished Lecturer Seminar Series XX
“Norms and Nature in Translation Studies” on October 15", 2008, by
Professor Kirsten Malmkjaer; Head of Centre for Research in Translation
and Head of Department of English, Languages and Philosophy,
Middlesex University, London; Distinguished Leturers' Seminar Series
XXIV “Cuttural Heritage - Propagation and Protectim of Regong Art”
on December 10", 2008, by Mr. Niang Ben of the Regong Art Institute;
Distinguished Lecturers' Seminar Series XXIII “The Mei Style of Peking
Opera Art” on November 20", 2008, by Mr. Mei Bao-Jiu, son of the
legendary Peking Opera maestro Mei Lan-Fang and worthy successor of
the Mei Style; Distinguished Lecturers’ Seminar Series XXV “A History
of Changing Western Perspectives of Chinese Culture” on March 27",
2009, by Professor Zhang Guogang, Department Chair of History and
Head of the Institute of Mentality and Culture of Tsinghua University,
China; Distinguished Lecturers’ Seminar Series XXVII “Translation and
Revolution” on May 19%, 2009, by Professor Edwin Gentzler, Director
of the Translation Centre, the University of Massachusetts Amherst, the
United States.
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The “Regong Art Exbition: Thangka Paintings by Niang Ben" was held
in the MPI Exhibition Gallery from December 9" to [2%, 2008. Mr.
Niang Ben, President of the Regong Art Institute in Huangnan Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture, Qinghai Province was invited to host the
exhibition. The Regong Art Institute in Qinghai is the first comprehensive
art institution in China dedicated to training in the creation, promotion
and exhibition of Regong Art. As an influential school of Tibetan
Buddhist culture, Regong art includes a variety of artistic genres such
as Thangka painting, murals, sculptures, woodcarving, Duixiu (a kind of
embroidery art), decorative architectural painting, and so on. In 2006
Regong art was announced to be on the first list of national intangible

cultural heritage.

MPI attaches great importance to students’ writing skills. To enhance
their writing ability and prepare them for various writing competitions,
the Institute organised a seminar on writing skills on February 25%,2009,
inviting Professor Zhou Jian, a scholar of Contemporary Chinese, to
lecture on skills and techniques in Chinese writing. At the 57" Macao-wide
Writing Competition for University Students organised by the Office
for Higher Education of the Macao SAR Government, MPI students
Wang Shili, Wang Xiaoxiao and Zheng Chao were each awarded for

their outstanding performances.

A visit to Guangdong Science Centre and enterprises in Guangzhou
was organised from April 18" to 19" 2009 to enhance MPI students’
knowledge concerning the development of science and technology in

China and a modernised manufacturing system.
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wambr Henry Kissinger and MP1 Students”

11 /.05 /2009

" The Seminar on Personal Image Building: Makeup and Styling was

organised on April 29", 2009 for potential graduates to build up a

professional image by means of the use of makeup skills.

Professor Li Zhaoxing, former Foreign Minister of China and currently
Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the National People’s
Congress, and Dr. Henry Kissinger, former Secretary of State of the
United States, each held dialogues with the students of the Institute on
the afternoon of May |1 2009. The two world-renowned diplomats
shared with the students some of their unforgettable experiences
in their long careers. Both men agreed that despite the differences
between the United States and China, the two countries have a lot of
things in common — for example, both peoples are patriotic and peace-
loving and have experienced the trauma of war They noted that the
friendship between China and the United States was a contribution to
humanity and that Sino-US cooperation held the key to the solution of

many contemporary issues and would impact the whole world.

" Professor Li Zhaoxing, currently Chairman of the Foreign Affairs

Committee of the National People’s Congress, and Dr. Henry Kissinger,
former Secretary of State of the United States and the MPI staff and
students presented their personal donations for Sichuan post-quake
reconstruction. The contributions were received by Dr. Chui Sai On,
Chairman of the Commission of the Special Administrative Region of
Macao for the support of the Reconstruction in the Sichuan Earthquake-

Striken Areas.
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" With the support of the Macao Flying Eagle Association, MPI offered

a Self Improvement and Field Training Camp for the freshman and
sophomore students in late May 2009. Through various activities such
as military drills, self-defense techniques, professional and field training,
the training camp promoted healthy development in the trainees in
time management, self-discipline and team work spirit, and helped them

build confidence in coping with adverse circumstances.

" An art exhibition was held at "'10 Fantasia” on June 6", 2009, featuring

concept works by 8 MPI School of Arts students. The exhibition was
jointly organised by the School of Arts Student Union and "1 0 Fantasia-A
creative industries incubators” in celebration of the 60" anniversary of

the People’s Republic of China.

© The 12" Macao Summer Book Fair was held from July | 1" to 9%, 2009.

This activity was organised by MPIl and a local book shop, the First Book
Centre. This year's theme was “Reading Fulfills One’s Soul and Mind".
More than 30,000 books and multi-media products from the cross-
Strait regions, in Chinese, English and Portuguese, were displayed. This
annual event will promote a good learning environment at MPI as well

as a lifelong learning culture among Macao citizens.

* From this year onward, the Design Programme of the School of Arts

is organising the “Creative Lecture Hall”, inviting experts and scholars,
at home and abroad, to host a series of lectures and other activities,
sharing their experience and knowledge in the creative industries, and
designed to strengthen academic forces for the development of Macao’s

creative industries.
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