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As MPI is undertaking a curriculum reform
whereby all previous “3+1” programmes will
be converted to 4-year Bachelor’s degree
programmes, all schools have critically reviewed
their curriculum and proposed new structures,
these being implemented in 2010/2011. One key
feature of the new structure is enhancement of
general education (GE) in line with the global
trend in higher education, to benefit students
by providing a more flexible, student-centred,
holistic professional education. From programme
design in individual schools to the development
of GE courses and extra-curricular activities,
MPI endeavours to realize the concept of whole-
person education.

Programmes and Courses

Under a 4-year undergraduate degree
programmes GE courses can be classified into
two groups —one being pan programme courses,
offeredto allundergraduate students. This group
consists of 12 courses: Physical Education,
Information  Technology Fundamentals,
Advanced Computer Applications, History and
Culture of Macao, Cultural Heritage, Music/
Film Appreciation, Introduction to Psychology,
Introduction to Sociology, Philosophy, College
Chinese I&ll, and Introduction to Chinese
Culture. A pilot scheme for this group of
courses was undertaken in 2010/2011 with
the main tasks being staff establishment and
syllabi development. Another group is elective
courses, offered at individual schools according
to specialty and professional focus.
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Physical Education

B
Information Technology
Fundamentals

EREEISIER
Advanced Computer
Applications

SRPIFESEEE (b
History and Culture of
Macao
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The course enables students to understand the concepts of physical fitness
and learn how to promote health and fitness. Discussion topics on basic
knowledge of physical education may include wellness, human energy
systems, safety, etc. This course also introduces students to theory and
practice related to selected sport events.
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The course introduces students to fundamental ideas about the contemporary
roles of computers and equips them with computer knowledge to face the
challenges brought by rapid IT development in the workplace. The course
aims to enable students to understand how computers are integrated into the
social and work environments. Emphasis is placed on how to use computer
technology as a tool to enhance productivity.
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On the basis of “Information Technology Fundamentals”, the course
provides extensive hands-on exercises using business applications
and operating systems to reinforce theoretical knowledge. The course
contents may include advanced topics on word processing, spreadsheets,
presentation and the web browser.
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The course introduces students to the development and history of Macao
since the Ming dynasty, and the role of Macao in both the contemporary
history of China and in advancing the Sino-Western cultural exchanges. The
course serves as a foundation in studying the society, arts and culture of
Macao. Topics include methodology in Historical Studies, colonialism and
the Sino-Portuguese relationship during the Ming and Qing Dynasties, urban
development, the origin and development of arts, the handicraft industry,
borders, as well as the development of Catholicism in the territory.
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Cultural Heritage

BREBEEN

Music/Fim Appreciation
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Introduction to Psychology
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Introduction to Sociology
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The course covers world heritage from ruins to historic architecture, stone
carving, murals, modern historical archaeology, and important artefacts from
the arts to literature such as manuscripts, books and reference materials;
historical cities that are valued are analysed through their unique architectural
styles which blend well with the environment. The course widens students’
perspectives regarding world cultures and heritage.
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This course introduces theories relating to Chinese and Western music and
the art of film. It aims to nurture in students an aesthetic appreciation of
music from the perspectives of feeling, understanding, creation, expression
and analysis. Students will have the opportunity to see and study some
internationally outstanding films, the course aiming to enrich students’ audio-
visual sense of beauty, and to establish good habits in the appreciation of
music and film.

IAOEBAPNE  SEEBNHRANOERR - RABEDE
E—PIRARNE - RHOZEAEAETANENER « SORES
B BTRE  OEAH  BESHERLS -

This introductory course provides students with a basic understanding of
modern psychology. It covers the key concepts and approaches relating
to the study of human behaviour. Topics include: biological basis of
behaviour, developmental processes, perception, learning, intelligence,
emotions, etc.
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This course introduces basic principles, perspectives and concepts in
sociology, which can be utilised as tools for the analysis of social phenomena
in local and global contexts. The content of the course materials includes
consideration of the rise of capitalism after the industrial revolutions in Europe,
modernization, rationalization, globalization, social structures, institutions,
social interactions and social problems in contemporary societies.
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This course provides an introduction to basic concepts, looking at general and
fundamental problems concerning matters such as existence, knowledge,
values, reason, mind and language. It is distinguished from other methods
of addressing fundamental questions by its critical, generally systematic
approach and its reliance on rational argument. The course is designed to
arouse students’ appetite for, and guide, independent, critical thinking and
problem-solving.
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This course is intended to train students in Chinese reading comprehension
and literary appreciation, and acquaint them with basic knowledge and
techniques of Chinese practical writing. Through the development of
techniques of reading, analyzing and appreciating Chinese works, students
are expected to cultivate aesthetic taste, cultural awareness and humanistic
values, as well as the ability to collect material, shape ideas, and think
logically in the process of reading and writing.

£ “REFEX " MEARL BR824 ZREANNAERASE - RIFER
5 BERFREN -
This course is a continuation of “College Chinese I” with emphasis on

enhancing students’ knowledge and techniques of practical writing in
Chinese, as well as their writing ability in general.
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This course aims to introduce students to key aspects of traditional and
modern Chinese culture in order to help them to better understand the
Chinese experience and worldview. Topics include: development of the
Chinese language and writing system, calligraphy and brush painting, cultural
geography, urban life, martial arts, mainstream popular culture, music, and
cuisine.
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Extra-Curricular Activities

Apart from the regular curriculum, MPI has
always attempted to broaden students’ horizons
through providing a wide variety of lectures and
seminars as well as campus activities.

Lectures and Seminars

In 2010/2011, a large number of lectures and
seminars were held on various topics:

1. Internationally Related Topics
- The Internet: Its Early History and
Future Vision” by “Father of the Internet”
Professor Leonard Kleinrock, University
of California, Los Angeles.

- “The Scope of National Competitiveness
from Cultural Perspective” by Professor
Huang Kuang-nan, President of Taiwan
University of Arts.

- “Las Vegas 2011: A History and Future
of a City in Crisis” by Professor Bo

Bernhard, University of Nevada.

- “Implications of Behavioural Economics
for Public Policy” by Dr Guy Mayraz,
Research Fellow in Nuffield College,
University of Oxford.

- “Gambling in Britain: Past, Present and
Future” by Dr Heather Wardle, Research
Director of the Health and Wellbeing
Department, National Centre for Social
Research (NatCen), UK.



- MBBUBREBEERTGBRASTREYDHEM - “Social Control and Social Housing — The
T HeTEANTeEANAE B Experience of European Countries” by Dr

4R ES
sy AA

Bingqin Li, Lecturer in Social Policy, London
School of Economics.

- EEELERBEESFrancesca Lichauco - “Changing Face of America: Diversity in

e e — U the US” and “Defending Press and Internet
TER NS TCARRRBTENEE Freedom” by Ms Francesca Lichauco, Public

M “FTEEPSE BRNRE" Diplomacy Officer of the US Consulate
General in Hong Kong

2. AEIREF 2. China Related Topics

- MEKERE SR B SIS - “The Three Agncu'lture-related Problems in
- i o » Contemporary China” by Professor Chen
RIFREN) =R R Xiwan, Deputy Director of Central Finance

and Economics Leading Group Office.
- BEBROIREREARERRMATRELE
= “New Opportunities for Taiwan-Macao Relations

BETHE MENTEHREE S REE in the Context of Cross-Strait Harmonious

BT R Development” by Professor Chang Wu-ueh,
Director of the Institute of China Studies,
Tamkang University, Taiwan.

- BEHEREEREAEEIRE "VEMF
BARMNA R AT - “Analysis on the Factors Influencing Cross-
Strait Relations” by Professor Yang Kai-
huang, Ming Chuan University, Taiwan.
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. Macao Related Topics

- “China’s Urban Transition, Urban Regeneration
and Prospects for Macao’s Development”
by Professor Wu Fulong, School of City and
Regional Planning, Cardiff University.

- “Macao’s Judicial System” by Mr Chu Kin,
Former Judge of Macao Court of Final Appeal.

. Language and Culture Related Topics

- “Studies of Chinese Language and Chinese
Linguistics in the Twentieth Century” by
Professor Chen Ping, Chair in Chinese Studies
and Director of Confucius Institute, University
of Queensland.

- “Linguistics in Life” by Professor Jiang
Lansheng, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences.

- “Creative Literary Fiction” by American writer
Mr Robert Olen Butler.

- “The Role of Liberal Arts and Humanities in
University Education” by Professor Zhang
Huan-yun, Vice President of Taiwan University
of Arts.

- “Poetry, Calligraphy and Painting: The Spirit
of Traditional Chinese Culture” by Professor
Chen Yongzheng, Department of Chinese,
Sun Yat-sen University.
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Campus Activities

To widen students’ exposure and enrich their
campus life, the Institute is vibrant with campus
activities as summarized below:

1. Student Union

The Student Union holds different activities
every year, including Orientation, the Halloween party,
an English slogan competition, bicycle-riding and
academic seminars. Students support and participate
in social charities like “Walk for a Million”. MPI provides
abundant activities to enrich the leisure time of
students, including courses in tennis, swordplay, judo,
etc. MPI students are always active in Macao sports
events. Every year, the Student’s Union organizes
students to join Macao University Students Sports Day.

In 2010/2011, the Student Union won acclaim
by being the sole organizer of the very successful
Graduation Dinner.

2. Debating/Speech Team

The MPI Debating/Speech Teams were
established to enhance students’ speechmaking
skills and confidence, to cultivate excellence in debating
and speechmaking, as well as to foster students’
whole-person development. At present, there are
four debating teams in Cantonese, Mandarin, English
and Portuguese respectively. They are trained by
professional tutors to take part in various competitions
and contests where valuable experience is gained and
new friends are made.
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3. Dragon Boat Team

The Dragon Boat Team aims to promote team
spirit, friendship and honour. Under the leadership
of its coaches, the team strives hard in training and
competitions. The team members’ vision is broadened
through participation in various competitions in
different countries/regions.

4. Portuguese Folk Dance Team

The Portuguese Folk Dance Team is the only
such team amongst all the other tertiary institutions
in Macao. Since its establishment the Portuguese
Folk Dance Team has given a number of public
performances which have deeply impressed their
audiences. One of the distinguishing features of
Portuguese Folk Dance is its costumes. The dresses,
trousers, blouses, embroidered belts and shawls all
combine to demonstrate the very colourful charms of
Portugal perfectly.
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