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MPI warmly welcomed
more than 100 international
exchange students
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Frequent Exchanges Expanding
Students’ Cultural Horizons

An aggregate of 15 Portuguese and Mainland Chinese universities hosted a total

of 127 MPI students across 12 MPI programmes in relation to exchange studies in

the 2017/2018 academic year. That was a 22% increase from the 104 students in

the previous academic year. Meanwhile, MPI received exchange and international
students, 35 of whom came from Mainland China and 83 from either Portugal,

Cape Verde, Brazil, Mozambique or other countries. The Institute also arranged for

18 students from Portugal to study at the Beijing Language and Culture University,
bringing the total number of exchange students at MPI to 136, a 2% increase from the
133 exchange students in the previous academic year. The MPl opening ceremony for
the 2017/2018 academic year saw the gathering of new students hailing from Macao
and other parts of Asia, from Africa, Europe and the Americas. Students originating
from either Portugal, Brazil, Cape Verde or Mozambique were especially in evidence.
That was a result of MPI's collaboration with the Macao SAR Government to make
Macao a “Service Platform for China and Portuguese-speaking Countries in Business
Cooperation” and to implement the “Belt and Road Initiative”, as well as a reflection of the
internationalisation of MPI's education.

In other developments, the Institute organised the 7" “Overseas Study Programme”,
engaging 21 students in a three-week cultural education tour, from July to August
2018, at Monash College in Melbourne, Australia, a feeder institution for Monash
University. The programme not only improved the students’ English but also honed
their communication and negotiating skills. During their visit, MPI's students were
introduced to the global business environment as well as to work practices in a
classroom environment. The students visited a local museum dealing with the topic
of immigration, in order to learn about Australia’s cultural diversity and its society.
Some of the visitors tried on clothes regarded as typical of Australian immigrants at
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‘Move to Learn’ activity by MPI
students in Mainland China
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Teachers and students met cordially at campus orientation session

certain times in history. They did so to get a feeling for the experience of migration.
The students also joined tours of, respectively, a private-sector insurance business,
an international accounting firm, an enterprise management consulting company, a
large-scale construction firm and a motor vehicle business, among other entities in
Melbourne. They met with the managements of those companies to understand their
corporate culture and related policies, and to learn how they managed their large-
scale enterprises and tackled challenges. These experiences inspired the students in
thinking about their own career development path.

MPI organised the “Scheme for Exchange of Staff and Students among Universities
in Mainland China, Hong Kong and Macao” (referred to as the “ten thousand people
scheme”) at the invitation of the Liaison Office of the Central People’s Government
in the Macao SAR. Activities under the scheme included: the "3 Winter Camp”
(Northeast Forestry University); the “14% Little Satellite Scholar Scheme cum 3
Kuaizhou (Satellite) Scholar Winter Study Camp” (Harbin Institute of Technology);
the “China’s Strategy - Contemporary China and the World Study Camp” (Peking
University); the “Culture and the History of Ethnic Yao People in Northern Guangdong
Session” (Shaoguan University). These and other events promoted exchanges
between students, serving as a platform for them to understand the history and
culture of Mainland China. In addition, the Institute sent students engaged in a variety
of study areas on cultural experience and cultural education trips to, respectively,
Beijing, Shanghai, Yangzhou, Chongging, Shenzhen, Shenyang, Guizhou, Dalian,
Wuhan, and Hengqin in Zhuhai. The trips consisted of visits, observation tours and
seminars that enabled participants to experience the traditional culture in Mainland
China and learn about local enterprises’ management modes and development
strategies. The events brought various experiences and rich learning opportunities
to the students, and fostered their exchanges with Mainland students, thereby
broadening the visitors’ horizons.
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2" "World Chinese-Portuguese Translation Competition"
and Expert Forum

Last academic year's “World Chinese-Portuguese Translation Competition” - the first
of its kind - co-organised by MPI and the Tertiary Education Services Office of the
Macao SAR Government, was well-received and had a large number of participants.
The Competition played an important part in advancing the teaching of Chinese-
Portuguese translation. It also motivated students of higher education institutions

in Macao and Mainland China to learn Portuguese; and students of Portuguese-
speaking countries to learn Chinese. It additionally aroused considerable interest
among translation professionals. To consolidate these achievements and in order

to maintain the promotion of the teaching of Chinese-Portuguese translation, MPI
worked with the Office again this academic year to hold the 2" “World Chinese-
Portuguese Translation Competition” with support from the Macao SAR Government
and the Language Big Data Alliance. Of the 117 participating teams from Macao,
Mainland China, Portugal, Brazil, 10 stood out, with their excellent translation works
that won them prizes in the contest. Approximately 200 students and teachers
attended the award cceremony, generating an enthusiastic atmosphere.

“ /r/vf

EHRPEBEAE" |

ERGMHEEEAR

Group photo of guests and winning teams at the 2"
"World Chinese-Portuguese Translation"



Expert Forum of the 29
"World Chinese-Portuguese
Translation Competition”
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Forum de Especialistas
deTra

3 Ediciao do Concurso Mundial

To enhance academic exchanges in the field of language and translation, MPI hosted
the “"Expert Forum” of the 2" “World Chinese-Portuguese Translation Competition”,
in which eminent translators from Switzerland, Mainland China and Macao happily
shared information on the latest translation research findings, relevant software
applications and their personal experiences in the field, with more than 100
participating translation teachers and students from more than 30 higher education
institutions based respectively in Germany, Portugal, Mainland China and Macao.

During the Forum, MPI professors delivered talks on various topics, including
“Macao Polytechnic Institute and Portuguese Language Teaching”, “Common
grounds and interfaces - why interdisciplinarity matters in T & I” and “How Do We
Do Translation in the New Age - Thoughts on Translating Zhi Guo Li Zheng (The
Governance of China)". The experts illustrated their points with common and rich
examples and offered insights - in their interactions with the teachers and students
present - about translation work. They encouraged the students to keep learning,
exploring and challenging themselves.
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MP!I discussed various
technology and innovation
projects with University of
Bologna, ltaly
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Visit from Vice Rector of University of Bologna
for Research Cooperation

Prof. Pacla Salomoni, Vice Rector for Digital Technologies at the University of
Bologna, led a delegation to MPI in June 2018 to enhance the University’s higher-
education exchange and cooperation effort with the Institute. The two sides reviewed
the collaboration that had occurred over the years and discussed the opportunity for
academic cooperation in matters including raising teaching quality, boosting research
and promoting innovation. The parties expressed hope that their partnership - in
terms of innovation, technology development and relevant cooperation - would also
benefit the countries and regions covered by the “Belt and Road Initiative”.

It is MPI's honour to be able to work with the University of Bologna, and is expected
that such collaboration would help increase exchanges among teachers and

students of the two institutions and elevate their research. Aside from developing a
computing programme together, the two sides had also cooperated regarding
interdisciplinary research and other matters. They had also considered conducting
specific research on Chinese-lItalian translation based on the existing research on
Chinese-Portuguese machine translation, in addition to broadening their overall
scientific research cooperation.

The University of Bologna enjoyed a good relationship with MPI. The two institutions
had applied Canarin, a cloud-based real-time environmental monitoring system
developed by the teachers and students of MPI's computer science programme,

in their joint environmental protection research project targeting the historic town
of Bologna, Italy. She hoped the two parties would further expand the room for
cooperation. The Canarin system was patented by China’s National Intellectual
Property Administration and shown, by invitation, at the G7-Environment event held
during the G7 Summit in Italy in 2017.
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Visit from Mainland Delegations
for Further Cooperation and Exchange

A number of delegations from the Chinese Mainland visited MPI this academic year.
They respectively came from the Hong Kong & Macao Affairs Office of Jiangsu Provincial
People’'s Government, the Hubei Provincial People’s Government, the Yangzhou
Municipal Committee of the Communist Party if China, Dalian Minzu University, and
Shanghai Open University. The delegations had friendly and very fruitful discussions
with the Institute about possible cooperation including in talent cultivation, academic

interactions, personnel training, and exchanges among teachers and students.

Several delegations specifically mentioned encouraging talented Mainland students
to be actively engaged in a wide range of cultural exchanges. This was on the basis its
would be a contribution to the talent-training cooperation between Mainland China
and countries and regions covered by the “Belt and Road Initiative”, while others said
they would strengthen the exchanges of their teachers and students with those of
corresponding specialities at MPI, to the benefit of all the parties. Such links might
include promotion of exchange visits drawing on the strengths of the institutions
involved, in order to support talent training. Some delegations - expressing particular
faith in, for example, the great prospects for cooperation between Macao and
Mainland China in cultural matters - suggested that the governments and institutions
of the two sides expand their exchanges and partnerships from cultivating educated
talents and boosting teacher and student exchanges to providing administration and

government official training.

LEREBREHEMATRKRERT

Delegation of the Foreign Affairs
Office of Jiangsu Provincial People’s
Government visited MPI
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Briefing session on student exchange programme to Northwest
Christian University, Oregon, United States

Visit from Vice President for Academic Affairs of
Northwest Christian College to Boost Cooperation

A delegation from the Northwest Christian College - led by Dr. Dennis Lindsay,

Vice President for Academic Affairs - came to MPI in May 2018. The two sides had

a cordial sharing of opinions about their cooperation in education and exchanges
of teachers and students between the institutions, as well as other matters. MPI has
also had Dr. Lindsay as a speaker during a session introducing information about the

Institute’s student exchange programme with the University.

MPI expected such cooperation to cover research and teaching, as well as
exchanges of teachers and students. Dr. Lindsay praised the MPl management's
expertise in running a tertiary education facility, and in creating excellent teaching
teams and nurturing the student body. He invited Institute students to visit the
University for study and exchange and expressed hope that the two institutions
could deepen their ties.
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Joint Training of Sport Science Professionals through
Master's Programme in Physical Education

The first batch of students in the Master’s Programme in Physical Education - that MPI
launched with the Shanghai University of Sport - attended the “thesis defence” phase
of their programme in May 2018. Thirteen master’s students from the 2016 intake
successfully completed that phase, becoming the first group of sport science specialists
jointly trained by the two institutions.

MPI and the Shanghai University of Sport began co-organising the programme in
November 2015 at the Institute, with the approval of the Secretariat for Social Affairs
and Culture of the Macao SAR. Since then they have been working together to produce
professionals in applied sport science making use of the resources and advantages

of the two education centres. The programme operates under a “"double-supervisor”
system. MPI's supervisor focuses on multiple aspects of student development, including
specific skills and other practical abilities. The first batch of students concluded the
programme upon completion of relevant studies, internships, thesis work and thesis
defence. It was a significant outcome for the educational cooperation between MPI and
the Shanghai University of Sport.

Collaboration with Shanghai University of Sport to launch Master's
programme in Physical Education, and cultivate professionals in
that discipline
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MPI attributed Honorary Professorship to the
Permanent Delegate of Portugal to UNESCO,
Dr. Anténio Sampaio da Névoa

Conferring Honorary Professorship on Permanent Delegate of
Portugal to UNESCO, Anténio Sampaio da Névoa

The “Opening Ceremony of the Multidisciplinary Conference ‘Contemporary Dialogues’ -
Translation and Interpretation, Language Education and Portuguese Language Teaching
Training cum Conferment Ceremony of an Honorary Professorship of Macao Polytechnic
Institute” was held with due solemnity at the Institute in April 2018. Mr Anténio Sampaio
da Noévoa, Permanent Delegate of Portugal to UNESCO and Honorary Rector of the
University of Lisbon, was awarded the title of Honorary Professor by MPI. The event
attracted the participation of nearly 200 people.

Mr Sampaio da Novoa expressed his gratitude for the professorship and delivered
during the Conference a keynote speech entitled “Thinking about Education, Thinking
about the Future”. He underscored the notion that fundamental education and higher
education had been undergoing such significant changes that it seemed certain that
education in the future would be largely different from that of today. On that basis, it
was critically important to think about the future and develop understanding of the new
direction. He believed the Conference was a great opportunity to engage in thinking

on such matters.
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Cape Verde's Ambassador to
China, Ms Tania Romualdo (1%
row, 4* from left) participated
in the MPI Multicultural Week
and met MPI students from
Cape Verde
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Visit from Cape Verde's Ambassador to China,
Tania Romualdo

A delegation led by Ms Tania Romualdo, Cape Verde's Ambassador to the People’s
Republic of China, visited MPI in March 2018, to further exchanges with the Institute.

The Ambassador commended MPI for its substantial role in terms of the higher
education collaboration between China and Portuguese-speaking countries, and
for training high-calibre professionals for Cape Verde by providing a good learning
environment and educational opportunities to students from that nation. Such
opportunities enabled students adequately to display their talent and enriched their

educational and practical professional experiences.

MPI started enrolling students from Cape Verde in its degree programmes in 2016
in acknowledgement of China's “Belt and Road Initiative”. During the academic year,
a total of 60 students from Cape Verde studied on MPI international programmes

in either Chinese language education; gaming and recreation management; or
public administration. They were eager to learn about Chinese culture and were
active in attending diverse sport and recreational activities. They also took part in the
performances held by China Central Television and Macao media companies and
enlivened the atmosphere of student activities on campus.
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Scholars from around the world presented essays at the 9t
"International Conference on the New Frontiers of Teaching and
Learning Quality Assurance in Higher Education”
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International Conference on the Latest Development of
Higher Education in Quality Assurance

MPI co-organised with the Asia-Pacific Quality Network (APQN) the "9t International
Conference on the New Frontiers of Teaching and Learning Quality Assurance in
Higher Education”. This was in order to strengthen the Institute’s partnerships with
higher education institutions in and outside Macao. Approximately 30 eminent
experts and academics from countries including the United Kingdom, Portugal,
Ireland, Japan, Mauritius and China, and from regions including Hong Kong and
Macao, took part. They discussed in front of an audience of more than 100 -
including university teachers and students - various factors that affect the quality

of teaching and education, as well as the latest developments and innovations in
quality assurance. They also shared - via enthusiastic exchanges with the attendees -
information about their academic experiences. Such exchanges made the conference

useful for all participants.

MPI has long been a leader in higher education quality assurance and academic
review. It won APQN'’s Best/Model Internal Quality Assurance Award respectively

in 2015 and 2017. The Institute will continue to dedicate itself to quality education,
academic development and research, improving educational opportunities and

the educational environment for its students. APQN's President, Prof. Zhang Jianxin,
praised MPI for its achievement in winning the relevant APQN award in 2017, and for
being an outstanding APQN member. As a local institution with a global vision, MPI
offered an academic stage for exchanges of opinion and experience regarding the
topic of quality assurance in teaching and education, and for exploration of cutting-

edge theories and practices in this area.
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Director-General of the European Commission’s Department for
Interpretation Dr. Florika Fink-Hooijer (6% from left) visited MPI's
Chinese-Portuguese-English Machine Translation Laboratory

Visit from Director-General of the Department for Interpretation
under European Commission

MPI has been working with the European Commission for more than 10 years. To
strengthen its exchange and cooperation with the Institute, a delegation from the
European Commission, consisting of Dr. Florika Fink-Hooijer, Director-General of the
Department for Interpretation, and Ms Maria Preter, representative of the Director-
General of the Department for Translation, came to the Institute on 9 October 2017.
The delegation paid a visit to MPI's Chinese-Portuguese-English Machine Translation

Laboratory and to its Interpretation Laboratory.

Dr. Hooijer commended the sophistication of the Chinese-Portuguese machine
translation engine, noting it lent immense support to the tasks of interpretation and
translation. She added she hoped to enhance academic cooperation with MPI in
nurturing a greater number of professional translators. During the meeting, the two
sides explored various areas of academic cooperation, expressing hope that new

projects would create even brighter prospects for both sides.

Cooperation between MPI and the European Commission began in 2006 and had
included MPI's conferment of an honorary professorship on Dr. José Manuel Duréo
Barroso, former President of the European Commission. Other milestones had
included MPI's participation in the European Commission’s Erasmus Mundus Joint
Master Degree programme and the two sides’ joint efforts in training more than 100

teachers and translators of Portuguese hailing from Mainland China, and from Macao

and neighbouring regions.
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Exhibition of works by students and teachers at MPI's
School of Arts, held at University of Porto

MPI’s Joint Art Exhibition at University of Porto and
Cooperation Agreements with the University

MPI held in September 2017 at the University of Porto an exhibition of 33 artworks by
teachers and students of MPI's School of Arts. The Institute also signed cooperation
agreements with the University to promote their cooperation and exchange in art-
related matters. The exhibition, the first ever held by MPI in Portugal, opened a new
chapter in the exchange between the Institute and the University of Porto.

MPI's delegation entered into a cooperation agreement respectively with the
University and its Faculty of Fine Arts. The delegates visited the Faculty, where they
held a meeting with the Faculty Dean, Assistant Professor José Carlos Paiva, and
several faculty teachers, and decided together on the areas for further collaboration.
In order to expand MPI students’ overseas educational opportunities and execute the
vision of developing Macao into a cultural and creative platform between China and
Portuguese-speaking countries, the delegation visited the Porto Art Fest, a cultural and
creative event in Porto; the Serralves Foundation, which has a contemporary art collection;
and Casa da MUsica, to discuss the possibility of those organisations respectively offering

internship programmes to MPI students. The three bodies unanimously expressed the view

that they looked forward to further talks with the Institute regarding such internships.
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