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The Role of Rotterdam Rules in Promoting the Unification
of Rules on International Sales of Goods by Sea:
From the Unification of Form and Substance to Unification of Guarantee

CHEN Shi

(School of Law/Southern Laboratory of Ocean Science and Engineering, Sun Yat-Sen University)

Abstract: The Rotterdam Rules, being the latest achievement on the unification of rules on international sales of
goods by sea, can analyze its promotion of the unification of rules from the perspectives of unity of form, substance and
guarantee. The unification of form contains the comprehensiveness and practicability of the text and the continuity and
modernization of its legislation. The core of the substantial unification is to balance the obligations incumbent upon both
the ship-owner and consigner and to construct a cargo delivery system in order to keep pace with the development of
e-commerce. Unification of guarantee is mainly reflected in the application and interpretation of treaties.

Keyword: Rotterdam Rules, unification of law, unification of form, unification of substance, unification of guarantee
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