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An Analysis of the “Intention” of the Crime of Evading Responsibility
in the Road Traffic Law:
Comment on Appeal No. 191/2017 of the Intermediate Court of the Macao SAR

FOK Ka Sheng

(Faculty of Law, University of Coimbra)

Abstract: The intention required by the crime of evading responsibility in the Road Traffic Law belongs to the
“specific purpose” in the theory of criminal law. The law clearly stipulates that the agent should have a specific purpose
to constitute the crime, otherwise the conduct may constitute other crimes or be innocent. In the crime of evading
responsibility, the agent must have the “intension to exempt himself from civil or criminal responsibility.” Only when
the agent has the relevant intention and cooperate with objective conduct, the agent should be found guilty. Although the
legal profession has different opinions on the identification about the intension of the crime of evading responsibility, it is
necessary to study it carefully. Otherwise, those who interpret the law may sentence the cases that should not be deal with
criminal law at all, damaging the residents’ basic rights and freedoms.

Keywords: Road Traffic Law, crime of evading responsibility, intention, direct intention, legal interpretation
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