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The Difference and Reference of Interpretation Methods of the Hong Kong Basic Law
DENG Dagqi

(School of Administrative Law, Southwest University of Political Science and Law)

Abstract: According to the general principle of law hermeneutics, adopting different interpretation methods may
lead to different interpretation conclusions. Based on different legal traditions, historical factors and political system
backgrounds, the NPC Standing Council and the Hong Kong Court of Final Appeal have different understandings in
interpreting the Hong Kong Basic Law. The former focuses on the intention of legislators, while the latter focuses more
on legal texts. Differences in interpretation methods have resulted in conflicts over the interpretation of the provisions of
the Basic Law. To alleviate the conflicts, it is necessary to comply with the diversity of interpretation methods, enhance
the understanding and recognition of these two methods of law interpretation, and decide the interpretation method to
apply according to specific situation.
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