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Analysis on Factors Affecting the Entering into Force of the Rotterdam Rules
CHEN Shi

(School of Law/Southern Laboratory of Ocean Science and Engineering, Sun Yat-Sen University)

Abstract: The Rotterdam Rules, being the newest achievement on the unification of the rules on international
carriage of goods by sea, is a reflection of the features and needs of the maritime shipping and an indication of how the
legal system of carriage of goods by sea has developed. It has taken long for all those other existing effective rules on
international carriage of goods by sea to have come into effect. Unexceptionally, it has already been 11 years since the
adoption of the Rotterdam Rules. A thorough analysis on the main factors affecting the entering into force of the Rotterdam
Rules will contribute to further research and update of the Rotterdam Rules. In view of the feature of internationalization
of the legislation on maritime law, it is crucial to deepen the research of such international conventions as the amendment
of Maritime Law of the PRC has been put on the agenda.
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! United Nations Commission on International Trade Law, United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International

Carriage of Goods Wholly or Partly by Sea, Vienna: United Nation, 2009.
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4 Status: United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Carriage of Goods Wholly or Partly by Sea (New
York, 2008) (the “Rotterdam Rules”), https://uncitral.un.org/en/texts/transportgoods/conventions/rotterdam_rules/
status, retrieved on 15™ January 2020.

5 See United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Carriage of Goods Wholly or Partly by Sea, Art.94.1.
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