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The Challenge and Response to Basic Law Order from the Hong Kong
“Complete Autonomy” Claims of “Anti-Ordinance Amendment” Movement

TIAN Feilong

(Institute for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social Sciences / Law School, Beihang University)

Abstract: 2019 to 2020 is a crucial period for the structural change of Hong Kong’s “One Country, Two Systems”
and Basic Law order. The 2019 “Anti-Ordinance Amendment” Movement in Hong Kong has shown the decline of the
traditional consensus on Basic Law order and that of the political gaming rules. It also leads to the decisive presence of
the youth nativism in Hong Kong. This movement challenges not only the constitutional bottom-line of the “One Country,
Two Systems” principle, but also threatens the institutional security of the “One Country, Two Systems” principle. The
“colour change” of district councils can be seen as the early and direct consequence of this movement, which is a historic
milestone for the fighting of “complete autonomy” through election. We should stick to rule of law in Hong Kong,
including enhancing the institutions of central governance and promoting the case prosecution, to consolidate the Basic
Law order. The future of Basic Law order depends on the combination of central powers and autonomous powers, and the
social reconstruction of Hong Kong.

Keywords: “One Country, Two Systems,” Basic Law order, Anti-Ordinance Amendment Movement, power
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