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Deliberative Democracy in the British Constitution:
Based on the Perspective of the Classic Text of the British Constitution

GAN Jianhua
(Koguan School of Law, Shanghai Jiao Tong University)

Abstract: Although the classic literatures of the British Constitution have respective emphases, there are three
notable features in the advocacy of the inner spirit, which can be briefly described as freedom with responsibility, equality
in the rule of law, and representative democracy. The relationship between these three features and the political ideal of
deliberative democracy is that the constitutional mechanism of freedom and equality sets the institutional conditions for
the British people to carry out democratic and deliberative discussion, and the representative system based on this ensures
the successful completion of the preference transformation in the British democracy. From the inner spirit of the classic
texts of the British Constitution, the British constitutional democracy is the best version of the theory of deliberative
democracy in practice.
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