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A Review on the Law of PRC on Prevention and Treatment of Infectious Diseases:
Focus on the Epidemic Reporting, Notification and Early Warning Systems

HUANG Qinghua
(Tongji University, Medical Law and IP Research Center)

Abstract: The epidemic reporting, notification and early warning system is the core system of the Law of PRC on the
Prevention and Treatment of Infectious Diseases. The problems existing in the first stage of handling of the coronavirus
infection in Wuhan, especially in the report, notification and early warning of the epidemic situation, expose the defects
of the Law on Prevention and Treatment of Infectious Diseases, which are under the management theory of administrative
law - too centralized power, lax rule of law, insufficient democratic participation and transparency, and thus easy to make
troubles. To overcome these defects, it is objectively in need, according to the control theory of administrative law and
the inherent requirements of public security interests of epidemic prevention to the basic elements of good governance, to
reconstruct the epidemic report, notification and early warning system and its related legal liability system. It is suggested
that, the relevant articles of the law should be revised and improved from six aspects, such as paying attention to the
participation of stakeholders in decision-making, following the rule of law, emphasizing transparency in governance,
responsiveness in process, accountability and the pursuit of effectiveness and efficiency, so as to ensure timely reporting,
accurate notification and effective early warning of epidemic situation.

Keywords: Law of PRC on the Prevention and Control of Infectious Diseases, epidemic reporting, notification and
early warning system, management theory, control power theory, basic elements of good governance
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