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The Reasonable Restriction of the Freedom of Procession or
Freedom of Assemble in Hong Kong
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Abstract: Acting as a fundamental right prescribed by the Hong Kong Basic Law, freedom of assembly or freedom
of procession has great importance for who hold the minority view to express their ideas. During the trail, Hong Kong
court usually regards it as a part of freedom of expression. The legal principle to freedom of assembly or freedom of
procession held by Hong Kong court is that it is not absolutely without restriction; however, it should be balanced
between it and public interest as well as others’ right. The interpretation of fundamental rights should be as wide as
possible, while the restriction of fundamental right should be interpreted in a narrow sense. After passing the Hong Kong
National Security Law, the standard of judicial review determined by Hong Kong court has changed. Hong Kong statute
law prescribed restriction not only after the assembly or the procession but also before it. Restriction after assembly
or procession happened is more complicated, therefore the court gradually determined the standard of judicial review
through a series of cases. The criteria also can be applied to the restriction before the assembly or procession, but its
application should be more prudent.
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