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The Legal Guarantee and Limits of the Freedom of Assembly,
Procession and Demonstration in Macao:
An Analysis of 22 Appeal Cases Based on the Court of Final Appeal

ZHANG Qiang', YE Zexin?

(1 Law School, Guangzhou University;
2 Research Center for Macao Legal System, Guangzhou University)

Abstract: The freedom of assembly, procession and demonstration is the fundamental right of Macao residents,
which is jointly guaranteed by the Macao Basic Law, local legislation (Law No. 2/93/M) and international human rights
conventions. However, due to the abstractness of the Macao Basic Law, the lag of local legislation and the indirectness of
international human rights conventions, the Court of Final Appeal of the Macao SAR has assumed the constitutional role
of guaranteeing the freedom of assembly, procession and demonstration of residents. Through the application of multiple
interpretation methods, the Court of Final Appeal established the normative connotation of the right of assembly and
the right of demonstration, and suppled the possible deficiency of local legislation. At the same time, the Court of Final
Appeal keep judicial self-restraint, respect the discretion of administrative organs, and form a good judicial situation of
mutual trust.

Keywords: freedom of assembly, procession and demonstration, Macao Basic Law, the Court of Final Appeal,
fundamental right
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