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The Shortcomings of Rule of Law in Social Governance and The Overcome:
Taking the Social “Anti-Epidemic” as an Example

YANG Jiejun

(Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology)

Abstract: In the fighting of the Covid-19 epidemic in 2020, the Mainland China has handed over a world-satisfying
report, and fully demonstrated the advantages of China’s system of national governance, as well as its governance
capabilities. As a part of the national governance system, the social governance has also contributed a lot. However, some
shortcomings of the system have also been exposed. The most prominent is that of the rule of law. It is obvious that there
is a lack of legal preparation for emergency incidents such as this Covid-19 epidemic. During the process of epidemic
prevention and control, a number of measures taken were not according to the rule of law. In this regard, it is necessary
to comprehensively promote and deepen the construction of the rule of law in the field of social governance. Possible
measures include the strengthening legal thinking and awareness of the rule of law; the realization of the unification of
general rule of law and extraordinary rule of law; the enhancement of the following-up and coordination of legislation for
the formation of a complete legal norm of social governance system; and the construction of a legal system that integrates
regulation and prevention.

Keywords: social governance, rule of law, shortcomings of the rule of law
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