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Marriage Registration System in Mainland China:
Origin, Dilemma and Countermeasures

YANG Tiezheng

(Faculty of Law, University of Macao)

Abstract: Since ancient times, people of all ethnic groups in China generally regard marriage ceremony as a formal
element of marriage. After the founding of new China, marriage ceremonies were discarded as feudal dross. At the
same time, influenced by laws of the Soviet Union, marriage registration became the only formal requirement for the
establishment of a marriage. However, as an imported product, marriage registration has its own advantages, but it goes
against the marriage customs of various ethnic groups in China and is not easily accepted by people. Marriage ceremony
is a part of Chinese traditional marriage custom, which has a deep mass foundation, not feudal dross. It not only has
unique social value but also can make up for the deficiency of marriage registration. Therefore, it is necessary to recognize
the legal effect of the marriage ceremony in order to better protect the rights and interests of the parties.
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