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Research on the Paths of Innovation Driving High Quality Economic Development
in Western China

HUANG Xiuquan', ZHANG Tao’

(Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Macao Polytechnic University)

Abstract: Although the Large-scale Development of the Western China strategy has promoted the rapid development
of the western region of China, the western region is still facing the overall economic backwardness and low-end industry.
Innovation has become the primary driving force for development. It is of great significance to study how innovation
drives high-quality development in western China. Firstly, the index system of high-quality economic development is
constructed according to the five development concepts (innovation, coordination, green development, opening up and
sharing) in this paper. Then, the data of 12 provinces in western China in 2017 are taken as samples. We use the theory
of grey relation to analyze empirical grey correlation degree between innovation and economic development in western
China. The results show that innovation plays a strong role in promoting green development and shared development in
western China, but a relatively weak role in promoting open development and coordinated development. Finally, some
policy suggestions are put forward, such as fostering innovation environment and new driving force, and integrating into
national strategy in western China.

Keywords: innovation, western region of China, high-quality development, the theory of grey relation
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