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The Exploration of the Constitution of Chinese Lawyers’ Code of Conduct
from the Perspective of Norms

JIANG Dengfeng, TANG Yanying

(School of Law, China University of Political Science and Law)

Abstract: Generally speaking, the essence and core of the rule of law lies in the rule of provisions. As an important
driving force of the rule of law, lawyers should implement the requirements of the rule of provisions in their professional
behaviors. The rule of provisions emphasizes the use of specific and clear rules to play a role in behavior adjustment. From
the perspective of normative theory, the separation proposition of legal positivism and the theory of legal origins provide a
theoretical basis for the exploration of the constitution of lawyers’ code of conduct, and clarify the normative composition
of lawyers’ code of conduct from the perspectives of internal and external components, which is beneficial to lawyers.
Practical behavior provides a “clarity” normative framework, which is also conducive to providing “deterministic”
normative guidance for relevant subjects to apply the lawyer’s code of conduct. However, emphasizing the rule nature of
lawyers' codes of conduct does not negate the ethical and moral responsibility of lawyers. Lawyers’ code of conduct and
lawyers’ professional ethics play a role at different levels. The code of conduct restricts lawyers’ behavior and professional
ethics adjusts lawyers’ thinking.
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