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Unification of Fragmented Maritime Rules under the “Belt and Road” Initiative and
its Reference for China

CHEN Shi

(Guangzhou Maritime University, Southern Marine Science and Engineering Guangdong Laboratory at Zhuhai)

Abstract: The “Belt and Road” Initiative has seen an intensive participation of the international community - as
much as 147 countries along its land and sea silk road are involved, including inland countries, island countries and
more countries where land transport and sea transport are both available. In other words, all countries of the “Belt and
Road” Initiative may directly or indirectly be involved in international maritime transportation, which signifies a need
for unification of international maritime rules. Due to the lack of a uniform international rule on carriage of goods by
sea, the fragmentation of maritime rules of the countries of the “Belt and Road” Initiative will result in inequity by forum
shopping, uncertainty of application of law and unpredictability of the results of individual cases. China, as the initiator of
the “Belt and Road” Initiative and a big country in shipping and trade, should actively promote the unification of maritime
rules which will enhance the influence of China in international maritime transportation. The modes for such unification
are flexible, but how to choose the most effective mode for the best benefit of China and the international community
remains a problem of balance between interests.

Keywords: “Belt and Road”, unification of law, international maritime rules
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