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On the Administrative Punishment in the Law Enforcement of
Urban Management in Hong Kong

HUANG Shuo

(Guangdong Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract: In Hong Kong, the sanctions in urban management have typical characteristics of administrative
punishment. The private party who violates the special criminal norms in the field of urban management should bear
criminal responsibility. According to the object of the crime, these crimes can be divided into two categories: crimes
because of violating the urban management ordinances (regulations) and crimes because of failing to comply with the
administrative orders from the urban management and law enforcement agencies. In the process of urban management,
administrative orders are widely used in the law enforcement in Hong Kong, so it is formed a chain of law enforcement
which includes “statutory obligation — administrative order — criminal responsibility.” The crimes because of failing to
comply with the administrative orders have the characteristics such as on the premise of some statutory management
obligation, violation of administrative order, performance of omission in most cases, limited exemption of private party
(criminal suspect), simultaneity of criminal responsibility and administrative measures, a fine as the usual penalty. This
phenomenon in Hong Kong, which is the criminalization of law enforcement in urban management, can enlighten us to
try to dilute the boundaries between departmental law research, use the method of process theory to study the types of
sanctions, punishment gradient, implementation procedures and methods in the process of administration as a whole.

Keywords: Hong Kong Public Health and Municipal Services Ordinance, urban management, administrative
punishment, administrative order, mechanism of “coordination between administrative law enforcement and criminal
justice”
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