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The People as the Guardian of the Constitution:
Interpretation of the Last Sentence of the Preamble of the 1982 Constitution

YANG Hongbin
(Law School, Zhengzhou University)

Abstract: The last sentence of the preamble of the /982 Constitution prescribes our constitutional implementation
system, in which the people are the core. As the guardian of the Constitution, the people mainly have two ways to uphold
the sanctity of the Constitution and ensure its compliance. First, the people can implement the Constitution indirectly
through its agents, that is, “all state organs and armed forces, all political parties and social organizations, and all
enterprises and public institutions.” Second, the people can defend the Constitution directly, and it includes two aspects,
one is to implement the Constitution by collectively exercising the right to vote and to be elected, so as to build the entire
system of state organs; the other is to support individual citizens’ action of exercising their constitutional rights through
the form of public opinion.
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