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On the Logical Relationship Between the Principle of “Patriots Governing Macao”
and Governing Macao in Accordance with the Law

HO Chi Un

(Zhejiang University; Macao Legal System Research Association; Union of Macao Scholars)

Abstract: The report of the 20" National Congress of the Communist Party of China injects new concepts and
new thoughts into the connotation of “One Country, Two Systems” and raises the theoretical understanding of the “One
Country, Two Systems” policy to a new level. Among the discussions on the policy of “One Country, Two Systems,”
“Macao People Governing Macao,” and a high degree of autonomy in the Report of the 20" National Congress, the
biggest highlight is the emphasis on governing Macao in accordance with the law, implementing the Central Authorities’
overall jurisdiction over Macao, and implementing the principle of “Patriots Governing Macao.” When implementing the
Central Government’s overall jurisdiction over Macao, we must pay attention to the following premise: “in accordance
with the Constitution and the Basic Law,” which is an important legal basis for the effective implementation of the
Central Government’s overall jurisdiction over the Special Administrative Regions; governing Macao according to the
law constitutes an important scenario for overall law-based governance, and provides legal safeguards for the steady
implementation of the “One Country, Two Systems” policy. Governing Macao in accordance with the law, implementing
the Central Government’s overall jurisdiction over Macao, and implementing the principle of “Patriots Governing Macao”
constitute one axis and two wings of the “One Country, Two Systems” policy. This article intends to demonstrate the
logical relationship between the principle of “Patriots Governing Macao” and governing Macao in accordance with the
law from two directions: the prospective of constitutional approach and basic law theory approach, and the prospective
of legal practice.

Keywords: “One Country, Two Systems”, the principle of “Patriots Governing Macao”, governing Macao in
accordance with the law, the Central Government’s overall jurisdiction
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