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A Comparative Law Perspective on the Macao Administrative Dispute
Arbitration System

KUOK Sio Man

(Faculty of Law, University of Macau)

Abstract: Disputes arising in administrative legal relations are generally resolved through litigation, but non-
litigation dispute resolution mechanisms can also be used. This article discusses the handling models of administrative
disputes in France and Portugal from the perspective of comparative law. The two countries represent the institutional
practice of prohibiting public legal persons from conducting arbitration and the cutting-edge practice of applying
arbitration to the administrative and tax fields. This article follows the two countries' paths and analyzes the administrative
disputes. This article follows the two countries' paths to study the administrative dispute arbitration system to evaluate
Macao's system better and dimensionally. The arbitration of administrative disputes in Macao originated from the laws
applicable to Portugal in the last century and was extended to Macao. It is now regulated by a system with the Arbitration
Law as the main body and the administrative law department as a supplement. In terms of institutional development,
Macao has made innovations in its relatively slow development process, which is different from Portugal's. Disclosing
arbitral decisions will allow the administrative authorities to follow the example in handling the same situation and
facilitate social supervision.
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