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The Comparative Advantages of Macao in the Construction of
National Foreign-related Legal System and Its Practical Pathways

WEI Jianxin

(Law School, Tianjin University)

Abstract: The year 2024 marks the 25th anniversary of the implementation of the Macao Basic Law. Adhering to
the basic position of governing Macao according to the law, Macao’s practice of “One Country, Two Systems” has made
unprecedented achievements and successful experiences, which is remarkable. Entering a new era, the unpredictable
international landscape and the macro backdrop of national and social changes have posed new problems as well as
implied new opportunities for regional integration in China. Like other cities and regions in China, Macao needs to
rationally think about its new positioning under the new pattern. In the construction of the national foreign-related rule of
law system, Macao possesses comparative advantages in the following aspects: a stable and peaceful social environment,
the compatibility of the legal system resources, the rich resources of higher legal education, the resources of judicial
practice as well as the channels of international exchanges and communications. These comparative advantages are
sufficient to support Macao’s unique role in the construction of a national rule of law system related to foreign affairs, and
therefore, it is timely to conduct an in-depth investigation on this topic.

Keywords: Macao Special Administrative Region, “One Country, Two Systems,” constitutional principle, location
advantage, foreign rule of law, internationalization
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