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Abstract ; Lottery is the most popular gaming activity in the world. The annual population partici-

pation rate is always over 50% in many countries. Lottery tickets are more popular with low—in-

come groups and are resistant to the economic recession. Both recession and unemployment would

increase lottery sales. The larger the jackpot of a lottery, the greater the attraction to the residents.

The probability of winning a prize has little effect on the lottery sales. Lottery tickets are comple-

mentary to alcoholism and smoking. Lottery participants are also more likely to play other forms of

gambling. Behavioral economics believes that people play lottery because of their cognitive bias

about lottery. By analyzing the existing literature, this paper indicates the entertainment motivation

of lottery players, and proposes a lottery development strategy for China based upon the functional

positioning of entertainment. This study can also help complement the explanations by the cognitive

bias alone.
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