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Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the Public’ s Willingness to
Accept New Types of Gambling
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Abstract: The COVID-19 pandemic not only has caused serious harm to the lives, property, and
health around the world, but also shattered different segments of the gambling industry. In the first
five months of 2020, China’s lottery sales were 90.33 billion yuan, and dropped by 87.499 billion
yuan when compared with the same period last year, with a decrease of 49.2%. To accurately
understand the impact of major public health emergencies on gambling behaviour and explore the
possibility of new types of gambling to reverse the decline of the gambling industry, we recruited
2,227 participants from mainland China in August 2019, and 2,222 participants in August 2020 after
the COVID-19 outbreak to investigate and analyze their willingness to accept new types of gambling.
The results showed: male participants were more willing to accept new types of gambling than
female participants; older participants were more willing to accept new types of gambling; compared
to that before the outbreak, participants were more willing to accept new types of gambling after the
outbreak, but the risk level associated with the participant’s location did not have a significant effect
on their willingness to accept new types of gambling. These findings not only have helped to deepen
our understanding of their gambling behaviour, but also provided useful inspiration and guidance for
the gambling industry and government departments to respond to the global pandemic.

Key words: COVID-19 pandemic; low-probability high-consequence event; willingness to buy

lottery tickets and bet on horses; acceptance of new gambling games
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