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Abstract: The limited number of systematic and consistent studies available on the Philippine gaming

industry and its development has proved to be an obstacle in understanding the underlying factors
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and dynamics driving the recent remarkable and rapid growth of integrated resorts, offshore gaming,

and other notable events punctuating the sector during the five-year pre-COVID period from 2015 to

2019. This study attempts to address this knowledge deficit by illuminating some key issues and

challenges surrounding the Philippines’ gaming industry using actor-network theory and actor

analysis and based on a large-scale content analysis of news, trade, and industry media coverage over

the same period. Findings reveal some crucial dimensions of uncertainty and vulnerabilities as well as

actor-network characteristics that, in aggregate, appear to shape the dynamics of forces directing the

industry’s development. Imperatives for industry governance and policies are briefly discussed.

Key words: Philippine gaming; casinos; integrated resorts; actor-network theory; actor analysis;

stakeholder and industry analysis
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