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Geographical Advantage of and Historical Opportunities for Las Vegas

Gordon Yeh
(Las Vegas, United States)

Abstract: In less than a century Las Vegas has evolved from a small desert town to a world-class
tourist city. People may have assumed that the grandeur of Las Vegas was all “man-created”, a
product of wishful thinking supported by financial capital. After examining its geographical location,
tracing and analyzing important projects in its early stage of development, this study comes to a

conclusion that the prominence of Las Vegas tourism is, to a great extent, attributed to its
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geographical advantage and historical opportunities brought about by the Second World War. The

point of this study is that the success of a tourist destination, especially in its early stage, cannot be

“created” based on one’s desire plus financial resources, but has much to do with its geographical

environment and historical opportunities.

Key words: Las Vegas; Hoover Dam; gambling; infrastructural facilities; tourism
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