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Abstract: In the era of globalization, the disappearance of urban local identity and the destruction of
authentic local culture have attracted much attention, and the media is considered to be an important
factor in destroying the sense of place. With the advent of the digital age, the deeper the media is
embedded in the society, the greater the media impact is on the relationship between people and
place. A new theoretical perspective is thus introduced to better understand the impact of media on
the generation of the sense of place. Inspired by the new interdisciplinary field of geographies of
media and communication and based on the technical characteristics of new media, this paper
indicates that the media in the digital age not only have their representation, but also attributes like
spatial component and time container. In the spatial dimension, people utilize new media to shuttle
between the virtual and real space with the urban life and urban image jointly written by media users
such as citizens and tourists. In the temporal dimension, the trajectory and life experience of
individual urban life are recorded and preserved by the media, with the increased attention and
participation through the digital media facilitating the inheritance of urban history. Therefore, the
mediated sense of place in the digital age emphasizes daily life and a sense of participation, with the
urban image changing from dazzling grandiosity to common life, and the relationship between people
and cities changing from gaze to engagement. Cities in the digital age are expected to create more
interactions with citizens and tourists through the media, attach them to these people with rich
emotion, leading to the construction of their sense of place.

Key words: sense of place; mediated sense of place; media geography; digital media; the digital age;

cyberspace; geographical space; city planning
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