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Chinese Investment in the Gambling Industry in Africa

Li Hangwei

(China Agricultural University, Beijing)

Abstract: Based on the fieldwork in a number of countries in Africa ( like Tanzania, Zambia,
Angola, and Kenya) and interviews with such relevant stakeholders as Chinese investors, gambling
industry managers and African government officials, this article analyzes the investment and
operation of Chinese enterprises in the African gambling industry, especially offline casinos, online
gaming and lottery. It examines the role of the Chinese capital in the development of the African

gambling industry, and the role played by African governments in the development process. This
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study points out that the Chinese capital involved in the gambling industry is subject to dual

regulations in both Africa and China, and the related regulatory policies are quite uncertain. All these

inevitably pose more challenge to the adaptability (especially to the changing laws and regulatory

policies), operational capacity, risk resistance, professional capability and corporate social

responsibility of gambling operators.

Key words: gambling industry; offline casinos; online gaming; lottery; regulatory policies; Chinese

capital; Africa
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