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On the Social Gaming Activities in the Dream of the Red Chamber

Liu Xiangyu' Liu Chenxi’
(School of Literature, Qufu Normal University, Qufu;

2. School of Insurance, Shandong University of Finance and Economics, Jinan)

Abstract: The major social gaming activities in the Dream of the Red Chamber included “play cards”,
“roll the dice”, “play Go”, “play Chinese drinking games”,“versify” and the like. These activities
are conducive to breaking down the hierarchical boundaries within the Jia’s Mansion, and increasing
communication and understanding among family members. They are also beneficial to strengthen
communication with people outside the Mansion and broaden the vision of the people in the
Mansion. The social gaming activities in the “Dream of the Red Chamber” vividly illustrate the daily

life of a large aristocratic family in the feudal society, which are of great value and significance to
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our understanding of social gaming in ancient China.

Key words: Dream of Red Mansions; social gaming; playing cards; rolling the dice; playing Go;

playing Chinese drinking games; versifying
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